
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
DIARY DATES 
12/02/15-Opening Mass @ 9am 
16/02/15-Parent Teacher 
Interviews 
17/02/15-Shrove Tuesday 
17/02/15-Swimming P-Yr. 6 
 
 
UNIFORM SHOP 
Open every Wednesday from 
 8-9am. 
 
 

      OUR SCHOOL GOALS:  
      Be respectful. 
         Look after property. 
      Be safe 
         Follow directions. 
 
 
  

 

 
  

 
 
 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 
  

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
10th February 2015 
 
Welcome to Week 3 Term 1.  
 
Dear Families and Friends of OLOF, 
 
Congratulations Mrs Ferguson! 
It is with mixed feelings that I announce our APRE Mrs Kate Ferguson will be seconded to work with the 
Archdiocese for the remainder of 2015. Mrs Ferguson’s secondment for 2015 will involve work with 
Evangelisation Brisbane; commissioned by the Archbishop to support and resource the pastoral needs of the 
parishes. We are so pleased that Kate has been offered this position and know she will do an outstanding job. 
Mrs Ferguson commences her position on March 2, 2015. In 2016, Mrs Ferguson will return to OLOF as our 
APRE. 

An Expression of Interest for the Acting Assistant Principal: Religious Education position has been advertised 
within Brisbane Catholic Education yesterday. An announcement regarding an Acting APRE for 2015 will be 
made following an interview process in the next fortnight. 
 
Our Lady of Fatima has a wonderful reputation within Brisbane Catholic Education and I am positive a number 
of suitable applicants will apply for the position. 
 
Opening Mass 
Thank you to those who are able to attend our welcome Mass this Thursday at 9.00am. Our theme for 2015 
will centre on being ‘Alive in 1 5’. May we continue to share our stories and create new ones together in 2015. 
 
2015 Calendar 
Attached to today’s newsletter is a calendar of events for Our Lady of Fatima for term 1, 2015. Please be 
advised the calendar is a working document and events are subject to date change throughout the year. Your 
best resource for current calendar records is the newsletter.  
  
Parent Teacher Evening / Interviews                                                                               
Last night we celebrated our parent teacher evening from 6pm. It was a pleasure to see so many new and 
existing families attend. It is important for students to witness how much their parent’s value education. 
Attendance at school meetings/functions demonstrates the value of education to students and the positive 
relationship between family and school. 
 
Following on from our Parent Teacher evening you are requested to attend a parent teacher interview at 
some stage in the next fortnight. This one on one discussion with the teacher intends to give the teacher 
insight into your child’s academic, social, emotional and spiritual needs as well as prioritising areas of support. 
Please contact the class teacher to arrange a suitable time. 
 
P&F Meeting 
Next Monday night we have our first P&F meeting for 2015. Commencing at 6pm in the conference room. An 
overview of the general business is as follows: 

 Year Overview 

 Easter Raffle 

 Community Cuppa Grant - $200 

 Community Garden Grant - $200 

 Family Camp Out – March 6 

 Bunnings Fundraiser – March 1 

 P&F Email – pandf@gmail.com.au  
 
All parents and friends are welcome to attend. It is a great opportunity to actively get involved in supporting 
the school, and ultimately your children.  
 
 
May God bless you and your families 
 
 
Warren Fields 
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A WORD FROM SR BERNADETTE 
Recently I read a short article on Golden rules for 
Parenting success in 2015 and thought it was a good 
idea to share some with you. 

 Golden rule #1 is BUILD CONFIDENCE.  Often these days 
we hear of a child experiencing anxiety, a crisis in 
confidence. Using a mixture of coaxing, coaching and 
cajoling, parents need to find a way to impart to 
children a sense of courage to put themselves in new 
and potentially awkward social situations; to have a go 
at activities where failure is a real option; and to 
contribute to the wellbeing of others, which reduces 
anxiousness and fear. 

Enjoy your parenting journey this year 

Peace 

Sr Bernadette 

School Pastoral Worker 

A WORD FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION 

Shrove Tuesday 
Next Tuesday we will recognise 
Shrove Tuesday, the day before 
the start of Lent. Lent is a time 
of abstinence, of giving things 
up; therefore Shrove Tuesday is 
traditional the last day to use 
up foods that aren’t allowed during Lent. Pancakes are 
eaten this day because they contain ingredients such as 
butter and eggs which were forbidden during Lent, 
hence the name Pancake Tuesday.  
 
On Shrove Tuesday, 17

th
 February we will be selling 

Pancakes to raise funds for Caritas’ Lenten Appeal. 
Pancakes will be 50c each and we ask that you 
complete the section below and return to school with 
appropriate money by next MONDAY if you would like 
your student to purchase pancakes on this day. 
 

 
Student name: 
____________________________________________ 
 
Class: _________ 
 
Pancakes required (50c each): _________ 
 
Money enclosed:   __________ 
 

Maximum of 4 pancakes per student please. 
 

Have a peaceful week 
 
Kate Ferguson, APRE 

UPDATE ON STUDENT PROTECTION AT  

OUR LADY OF FATIMA SCHOOL, ACACIA RIDGE 

Your children and their safety and wellbeing are our 
priority.  Our Lady of Fatima School is committed to the 
protection of all our students from harm and abuse.  
There have been some recent changes to legislation in 
relation to reporting of student protection matters by 
schools.   

Reporting of Concerns – At Our Lady of Fatima School 
any concerns or reasonable suspicions we have about a 
student’s safety and wellbeing or the behaviour of a 
staff member or volunteer which a student considers to 
be inappropriate, will continue to be managed in 
accordance with Brisbane Catholic Education Student 
Protection Processes.  All our staff will undertake 
training on their reporting responsibilities by the end of 
February.  A link to the Brisbane Catholic Education 
Student Protection Processes can be found on our 
school website or they can be accessed on Brisbane 
Catholic Education’s public website 
www.bne.catholic.edu.au  Under the ‘Students and 
Parents’ tab select ‘Student Protection’ from the drop 
down menu and click on the relevant button. 

Complaints Procedure - Brisbane Catholic Education has 
published a Complaints Procedure for Non-Compliance 
with BCE Student Protection Processes. A link to the 
Complaints Procedure can be found on our school 
website.  Parents or students may make a complaint via 
the Record of Complaint about Non-compliance with 
Brisbane Catholic Education Student Protection 
Processes which  can be accessed on Brisbane Catholic 
Education’s public website www.bne.catholic.edu.au  
Under the ‘Students and Parents’ tab select ‘Student 
Protection’ from the drop down menu and click on the 
relevant button. 

We take all complaints very seriously and will handle 
them in accordance with the Complaints Procedure for 
Non-Compliance with BCE Student Protection Processes. 
Should you require information or assistance regarding 
the procedures you may contact the school or the 
Brisbane Catholic Education Student Protection Team 
on 3033 7409. 

Concerns or Further Information- Parents and students 
should talk to the Student Protection Contact Sr 
Bernadette Ahearn, Mrs Kate Ferguson, Ms Michelle 
Pershouse or Mr Fields if there are any concerns about 
the safety and wellbeing of any student or concerns 
about the behaviour of a staff member or volunteer.   
We take all reports seriously and will handle them in 
accordance with our Student Protection Processes. 
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